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The Past Progressive Tense
Part A
past progressive tense: describes something that was ‘in progress’ (or was 
happening) for a certain amount of time. 

It is formed with the past tense of ‘to be’ and a verb with an –ing ending. 

Example:

The past tense – Peter walked around the garden.

The past progressive tense – Peter was walking around the garden. (This 
makes it sound like he was doing it for a little while.) 

1. Can you change these sentences from the past tense to the past 
progressive tense? You will need to decide whether to use ‘was’ or ‘were’.

Mrs. Rabbit warned the children not to go into the 
garden.

Mrs. Rabbit                                         the children 
not to go into the garden. 

Mrs. Rabbit skipped through the woods.

Mrs. Rabbit                                         through the 
woods. 

Peter’s sisters picked blackberries.

Peter’s sisters                                         blackberries. 

a.

b.

c.
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Peter ate some radishes.

Peter                                         some radishes. 

Peter looked for parsley.

  

Peter rushed all over the garden.

  

Mr. McGregor chased Peter.

 

Peter hid in the can.

 

d.

e.

g.

f.

h.

2. Can you write your own sentence using the past progressive of the verb ‘jump’?

 



English | Year 2 | Guided Reading | The Tale of Peter Rabbit | Activity Plan 4 of 5

Word Bank

missed sat hopped squeezed ran cooked

asked shook tried thought climbed

Part B
past progressive tense: describes something that was ‘in progress’ (or was 
happening) for a certain amount of time. 

It is formed with the past tense of ‘to be’ and a verb with an –ing ending. 

Example:

The past tense – Peter walked around the garden.

The past progressive tense – Peter was walking around the garden. (This 
makes it sound like he was doing it for a little while.) 

Can you write your own sentences by taking the past tense verbs from the 
word bank and writing them in the past progressive tense? You will need to 
decide whether to use ‘was’ or ‘were’.

One has been done for you.

Example: Peter’s sisters were missing him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Past Progressive Tense
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Can you write three of your sentences in the present progressive tense? The 
present progressive tense describes what is happening now.

Example: Peter’s sisters are missing him. Peter is walking around the garden.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge Task
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The Past Progressive Tense

Part B
Example answers:

• Peter was sitting on the doorstep.

• Peter was hopping on one leg around the garden.

• Peter was squeezing under the gate, with great care.

• Mr. McGregor was running after Peter.

• Peter was asking a mouse for help.

• The mouse was shaking its head.

• Peter was trying to think of a solution to his problem.

• Peter’s sisters were thinking about him.

• Peter was climbing into the wheelbarrow.

• Mrs. Rabbit was cooking some soup. 

Example answers:

Peter’s sisters are thinking about him.
Peter is climbing into the wheelbarrow.
Mrs. Rabbit is cooking some soup.

Challenge Task

Part A
1. 

• a. Mrs. Rabbit was warning the children not to go into the garden.

• b. Mrs. Rabbit was skipping through the woods.

• c. Peter’s sisters were picking blackberries.

• d. Peter was eating some radishes.

• e. Peter was looking for parsley.

• f. Mr. McGregor was chasing Peter.

• g. Peter was rushing all over the garden.

• h. Peter was hiding in the can.

2. Example answer:
• Peter was jumping to try to see better.


